Proposed Amendment to ASCH By-Laws and Constitution

The following amendments will be considered at the ASCH Council meeting in Washington, DC, Jan. 3, 2008. Amendments appear in boldface. 

1. ASCH By-Laws, Art. III, Sec. 2. 

Upon recommendation of the Committee on Nominations, with the approval of the Council, the committees described below shall be elected for terms of three years. 
1) The Membership Committee, with a minimum of six members (at least two constituting a "class" for each year), shall have the responsibility of recruiting new members, especially younger scholars, for the Society.

2) The Finance Committee, with a minimum of six members (at least two constituting a "class" for each year), shall assist the Executive Secreatry in the prudent management of the Society's endowment and other funds. 

3) The Prize Committee, with a minimum of nine members (at least three constituting a "class" for each year), shall seek to advance the church historical enterprise by encouraging original research, fresh interpretations, and scholarly publication in every area of church history. It shall conduct the various contests sponsored by the Society by making appropriate announcement, evaluating entries, and awarding prizes as authorized by the Council. At the discretion of the chair,* additional members of the Society may be asked to assist the committee in reviewing books and manuscripts submitted in prize competitions, and different subcommittees may be formed to consider materials for each of the prize competitions. Editors of Church History shall be voting members of the Mead Prize Committee. 

4) The Program Policy Committee, with a minimum of six members (at least two constituting a "class" for each year), shall coordinate policies for Society conferences and assemble data for each conference for the use of the Society's officers and Council.

[* Note: With the exception of Nomimating Committee, the president designates chairs, or can direct committees to select their own chair.] 

ASCH Constitution, Art. IV, Sec. 2

Management of the Society shall be vested in a Council consisting of the above-named officers and fifteen additional members of the Society at large. Five members at large shall be lected each year for a term of three years. A member at large who has served a full term of three years shall be eligible for re-election to the Council only after one year has elapsed. A member at large elected to complete an unexpired term may be re-elected to a full term immediately. In addition, one graduate student will serve for one year as a non-voting member of the Council; this student shall be selected in a manner deemed appropriate by the Council. Past presidents of the Society and all chairs of standing and special committees shall be consulting members of the Council with voice but not vote.

