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 Greetings from the ASCH office at Baylor University!  The autumn semester began 

at Baylor a month ago but the beginning of autumn actually occurred this week.  I mention 

this because the theme of change applies to the ASCH as well.  Some of these changes 

are related to the upcoming Winter Meeting ï more about that in the following article .  The 

other changes concern membership dues and the web site. 

 In October the ASCH will have a new web site.  (The address will not change and 

so órevampedô is perhaps a more accurate word.)  The present web site is, by standards of 

digital technology, very old.  I wonôt bore you with the technical problems ï although some 

of you have experienced them first hand ï but they were too many to revise.  A new start 

seemed a better approach. 

 A new web site is an opportunity to make changes to the Societyôs web profile that 

were not possible before.  I had some ideas about what I would like to see: streamlining the 

membership renewal process, for example.  Naturally, Iôm interested in any ideas members 

might have. What should be on the web site that is not there at present?  Take a look at 

www.churchhistory.org in the next week or so and write to asch@churchhistory.org if you 

have any good ideas. 

 With regard to membership dues, the change is really a return to the past (with a 

slight wrinkle).  I will send the first reminder to renew membership for 2010 by e-mail in 

October.  A month later, in November, I will send a reminder in the mail.  I will send a final 

reminder, by mail, in February. 

 The wrinkle I referred to is this: members who do not renew by the end of February 

will be put on an inactive list.  Members on the inactive list will not receive Church History 

but will continue to receive the newsletter. 

 The changes Iôve mentioned should increase the Societyôs digital visibility and put 

the Society on a more secure financial footing.  The Societyôs journal and the awarding of 

book prizes such as the Philip Schaff Prize mean that the ASCH, though a small society, is 

both well-known and growing.  Long may the latter two continue! 

 

Keith Francis 

Executive Secretary 

Keith.Francis@churchhistory.org 

A Word from the Executive Secretary:  

ñChangesé.ò 

http://www.churchhistory.org
mailto:asch@churchhistory.org


A Word from the President  

 For many years, ASCH met twice annuallyðonce in January in conjunction with the American 

Historical Association and a host of cognate societies, and then once later in the spring when we met ñon 

our own.ò Increasing cost of mounting two meetings was one factor that led the council a few years ago to 

have a spring meeting only in odd-numbered years. Hence we gathered in Montreal this past spring for a 

splendid time as we celebrated a more international program both in our location and in topics of 

sessions. 

 I mention this because this newsletter includes announcement of our forthcoming annual meeting 

in San Diego in January 2010. Thatôs an even-numbered year. So there will be no spring meeting when 

we can relish some of the camaraderie and intellectual stimulation that comes when there are a hundred 

or so of us in one place, not a few thousand. 

 So I want to urge you to plan to join us in San Diego as that will be our only formal meeting for the 

calendar year. Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will get glimpses of the extraordinary program that our 

committee, headed by president-elect Dick Heitzenrater, has crafted. As well, San Diego is itself a 

stunning locale for us explore as religious historians. 

 This past year has been a momentous one for ASCH as we wrestled with the impact of the 

economic recession on our resources, a considerable drop in the number of folks actually paying 

membership dues, and the move of our offices to Baylor University under the watchful direction of 

executive secretary Keith Francis. 

Let us renew our personal and professional friendships and celebrate the fresh direction of ASCH 

by coming together in record numbers in San Diego. I shall be there. I hope you will be there, too. 

 Charles Lippy 

President 

Charles-Lippy@utc.edu 

A Word from Newsletter Co -Editors  

Courtney Lyons and David Scott  

 Happy Fall! We hope this semester has begun well for you and look forward to our quickly 

approaching national meeting in San Diego. As we have heard from several of you regarding the 

newsletter, we have been glad to hear that its contents are helpful to you. Please email us at 

courtney_lyons@baylor.edu or dscott@bu.edu with suggestions, feedback, or announcements youôd like 

included in the newsletter. See you in San Diego! 

Courtney Lyons and David Scott 

Newsletter Co-Editors 
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Update on the Winter Meeting in San Diego  

The next meeting of the ASCH will be the Winter Meeting in San Diego, January 7-10, 2010.  As in the 

past, the ASCH will be one of the affiliate societies holding a meeting at the American Historical 

Association (AHA) Meeting. 

 The official hotel for the ASCH will be the San Diego Marriott Hotel and Marina on 333 W. Harbor 

Drive.  The hotel is also the co-headquarters for the AHA meeting; the AHA headquarters will be in the 

Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego.  (A couple of the ASCH sessions will be held in the latter hotel.) 

 When I became Executive Secretary, several members drew my attention to some óproblemsô 

which occur as a result of the Societyôs connection to the AHA at the Winter Meeting.  One of these is the 

necessity to register for the AHA meeting in order to obtain the AHA-negotiated hotel rate.  For ASCH 

members who are not members of the AHA this seemed an unfortunate extra expense. 

 This year there will be a change.  I have arranged the reservation of a block of eighty rooms at the 

Holiday Inn Express Downtown (HIED).  The rooms in the HIED are $89 per night which includes 

breakfast and free wireless internet access.  (The cheapest AHA rate is $129 per night.)  Furthermore, the 

same rate applies for up to four people in the room and can be used three days before January 7 and 

three days after January 10. 

 Members interested in reserving a room at the HIED should contact the hotel directly at 1-800-

884-5788 and mention that they are with the ASCH.  The reservation must be made before November 23 

(or before the block is filled). 

 The HIED is about a twenty-five-minute walk from the Marriott and the Grand Hyatt.  There is a 

trolley which runs between the HIED and the main AHA hotels. 

 As for the ASCH program itself, there is a summary of the sessions in this newsletter.  A full listing 

of the sessions is on the ASCH web site.  (Please let me know if there are any errors in spelling, affiliation, 

or paper titles.) 

 A change in the program is the return of the Distinguished Career Award Luncheon.  David 

Steinmetz, this yearôs recipient, will be honored at a lunch on Friday afternoon, January 8.  Members who 

do not wish to eat at the luncheon will be able to attend the session (but will be seated after the meal is 

served). 

 The conference registration form for all the events at the Winter Meeting is in this newsletter.  The 

form can be mailed to the ASCH office at any time before January 5.  It will not be possible to register for 

the Winter Meeting online until the new web site is launched.  Everyone who registers will receive two free 

drinks at the presidential reception. 

 All those reading papers or participating in panels will be expected to be fully-paid members of the 

ASCH.  (This is another change which is a return to the past.)  It will be possible to register for the 

conference during the Winter Meeting; on the other hand, those who register before the conference will 

receive a reduction of $5. 

 Feel free to contact the ASCH office with any questions about the upcoming meeting. I look 

forward to seeing some of you in San Diegoé 

Keith Francis 

Executive Secretary 

Keith.Francis@churchhistory.org 
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ASCH Annual Meeting Preview:  

San Diego, California:  

January 7 -10, 2010  

 Many of you are undoubtedly still caught up in the fall rush that comes with the beginning of an-

other academic year.  You may be forgiven, therefore, for thinking that January seems like a long ways 

away.  Yet a new year will be upon us soon, and with it, the annual ASCH meeting, this year to be held in 

San Diego, CA.  The ASCH Newsletter is happy to provide you with a preview of this yearôs program.  If 

you have any questions about the program, please contact Keith Francis or the ASCH offices. 

Volume 4, Issue 3: Fall 2009 

Thursday, January 7 

3:00ï5:00 p.m. Session 1. Discussing Jeffrey Coxôs The British Missionary Enterprise since 1700 

3:00ï5:00 p.m. Session 2. Theologians, Preachers, and Prophets: Religious Leaders in America 

3:00ï5:00 p.m. Session 3. Life on the Fringes: Biography and the Changing Face of Eighteenth-Century 

Pietism 

3:00ï5:00 p.m. Session 4. History of Biblical Interpretation 

3:00ï5:00 p.m. Session 5, joint with the American Catholic Historical Association. Formation in the Early 

Church 

3:30-5:00 p.m. Formation in the Early Church (Joint Session with the ACHA) 

3:30ï5:00 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting 

5:00ï6:00 p.m. Editorial Board Meeting 

7:30ï9:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

 

Friday, January 8 

7:30ï9:00 a.m. Breakfast, Women in Theology and Church History 

9:30ï11:30 a.m. Session 6. Reflections on Mission History in Recognition of the Bicentennial of the 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 

9:30ï11:30 a.m. Session 7. Billy Grahamôs Significance in American Religious History 

9:30ï11:30 a.m. Session 8. Darwin, Racism, and National Identity 

9:30ï11:30 a.m. Session 9. Scripture and Tradition among Post-Restoration Dissenters 

12:15ï1:45 p.m. Distinguished Career Award Luncheon for David Steinmetz 

2:30ï4:30 p.m. Session 10, joint with the AHA. ñA Spectacle unto the Worldò: Suffering, Pain, and Martyr-

dom in Colonial North America ñ 

2:30ï4:30 p.m. Session 12. Religion, Politics, and Dissent in the English Church 

Tentative Schedule  
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2:30ï4:30 p.m. Session 11, joint with the Society for Reformation Research. Female Saints and Sanctity 

in the Protestant Tradition 

2:30ï4:30 p.m. Session 13. New Perspectives on Religion and the American Revolution 

2:30ï4:30 p.m. Session 14. Changing Attitudes toward Women 

6:30ï7:30 p.m. Reception for Graduate Students 

 

Saturday, January 9 

9:00ï11:00 a.m. Session 15. Recent Research on Samuel Wesley, Rector of Epworth 

9:00ï11:00 a.m. Session 16. Religion and Politics in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World 

9:00ï11:00 a.m. Session 17. Religion and Perceptions of Modern America 

9:00ï11:00 a.m. Session 18. Rethinking Ritual and Revival in Native-Protestant Encounter 

9:00ï11:00 a.m. Session 19, joint with the American Catholic Historical Association. The Cure of Souls, 

Liturgy, and Theology in the Middle Ages 

11:30 a.m.ï1:30 p.m. Session 20, joint with the Society for Reformation Research. Issues in Sixteenth-

Century Reformation Doctrine and Exegesis 

11:30 a.m.ï1:30 p.m. Session 21. Evangelicals, Emotions, and Modernity 

11:30 a.m.ï1:30 p.m. Session 22. Gender and Religious Leadership in the Early Twentieth Century 

11:30 a.m.ï1:30 p.m. Session 23. Heathens, Heroes, and Harbingers in American Protestant Imagination 

1:00ï4:30 p.m. Session 24. A Tour of San Diego Places of Worship 

2:30ï4:30 p.m. Session 25. Review of The World Missionary Conference, Edinburgh 1910 

2:30ï4:30 p.m. Session 26. Religion and the Senses in the Eighteenth Century 

2:30ï4:30 p.m. Session 27. Teaching the Introductory Course in Church History 

5:00ï6:00 p.m. Business Meeting 

6:00ï7:00 p.m. Presidential Address 

7:00ï8:00 p.m. Presidential Reception 

 

Sunday, January 10 

8:30ï10:30 a.m. Session 28. Psychology and the Spirit: Protestant Experiences of the Self in Twentieth-

Century North America 

8:30ï10:30 a.m. Session 29. Becoming Mainline: History, Memory, and the Long Story of American Con-

gregationalism 

8:30ï10:30 a.m. Session 30. Civil Rights Conflict in the North: Under-Emphasized Elements of the African 

American Civil Rights Movement 

8:30ï10:30 a.m. Session 31. Questions of Authority in the Reformation 

11:00 a.m.ï1:00 p.m. Session 32. Horse-Shed Christianity Revisited: Parochial Response 

11:00 a.m.ï1:00 p.m. Session 33. New Perspectives on Two Centuries of Evangelicalism, Honor, and 

Masculinity in the American South 

11:00 a.m.ï1:00 p.m. Session 34. Bringing Peace and Life out of Chaos and Death: Christians in Republi-

can China 
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Positions Available on Steering Committee for  

North American Religions Section of AAR  

 The North American Religions Section (NARS) of the American Academy of Religion invites 

nominations (including self-nominations) for three positions on its Steering Committee.  The length of term 

is three years.  Members of the Committee are responsible for evaluating proposals for the annual 

meeting program and for the final program design. Nominees must have been members of the AAR for 

one year and commit to attending annual meetings while on the Committee.  

 NARS encourages the use of diverse sources and multiple approaches to the study of religions in 

North America. In most sessions we seek to stimulate comparative discussion across a range of traditions 

around particular themes. Most years we also devote one session to new work on a particular religious 

tradition and another to a recently published book of outstanding merit in the field.   Therefore, we 

especially appreciate receiving nominations of persons who represent the diversity -- disciplinary, 

regional, and programmatic -- within the Academy generally and on NARS topics specifically. 

 All nominations are welcome.  Please send them by October 15, 2009, to Kathleen Flake 

(kathleen.flake@vanderbilt.edu) and include the following information for each nominee: full name, 

institutional affiliation, and contact information.  

2010 Summer Seminar Opportunity  

In the History of Worship  

Case Studies from the History of Worship: Prospects for Research & Pedagogy in a Variety of 

Theological Disciplines  

June 28 ð July 16, 2010, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI  

 

Dr. Lester Ruth, Asbury Seminary 

This seminar will focus on the development and pedagogical use of case studies from the history of Chris-

tian worship. In the seminar, participants will have opportunity to research and initiate writing on a case 

study documenting the first-hand accounts, texts, and theological reflections from some historical instance 

of worship. Over the three weeks, participants will also gather daily to discuss the general issues involved 

in developing their case studies and teaching a variety of theological disciplines by means of these case 

studies. The seminar will explore how these case studies could be used in teaching courses in worship or 

the history of Christianity, especially, as well as in theology and religious studies more broadly. 

 

Application deadline is January 15, 2010 

 

For more information and application requirements, visit www.calvin.edu/scs  

mailto:kathleen.flake@vanderbilt.edu
http://www.calvin.edu/scs
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ACLS Humanities E -Book  

Individual Subscriptions Now Available  

Volume 4, Issue 3: Fall 2009 

 HEB is pleased to now make individual subscriptions available through standing membership in 

any of the 70 ACLS constituent societies. 

 The subscription offers unlimited access to 2,200 cross-searchable, full-text titles across the 

humanities and related social sciences; 576 more titles will be available this fall.  The collection includes 

both in- and out-of-print titles ranging from the 1880s through the present. Titles link to publishersô 

websites and to online reviews in JSTOR , P roject MUSE, and other sites. Individual subscriptions are 

USD $35.00 for a twelve-month period. 

 Individual subscriptions are ideal for those whose schools might not yet have an institutional 

subscription to HEB or for individual members of a learned society not affiliated with a subscribing 

institution.  For more information on individual subscriptions to ACLS Humanities E-Book, please visit the 

Individual Subscription page and review the Terms. To make a purchase online via our secure server, 

please visit Online P urchase. 

Mission San Diego de Alcalá, 

named for St. Didacus of Alcalá 

was founded 16 July 1769 

by Blessed Junípero Serra. This 

was the first European fortress and 

mission in California, established to 

convert the local Native Americans 

to Catholicism. The mission moved 

to its present site in 1774 and 

destroyed in 1803 and 1812 by 

earthquakes and later rebuilt. There 

is currently no active church at the 

mission. 
 

Picture courtesy of http://

www.missiontour.org 

San Diego Quick Fact  

http://www.missiontour.org
http://www.missiontour.org
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WESLEY AND METHODIST STUDIES 

Publishes Volume One of a New Annual Series 

The Manchester Wesley Research Centre (MWRC) and 

Didsbury Press are pleased to announce the publication of 

a new peer-reviewed annual series entitled Wesley and 

Methodist Studies (WMS). WMS publishes scholarly es-

says that examine the life and work of John and Charles 

Wesley, their contemporaries (proponents or opponents) 

in the eighteenth-century Evangelical Revival, their his-

torical and theological antecedents, their successors in the 

Wesleyan tradition, and studies of the Wesleyan and 

Evangelical traditions today. Its primary historical scope is 

the eighteenth century to the present; however, WMS will 

publish essays that explore the historical and theological antecedents of the Wesleys 

(including work on Samuel and Susanna Wesley), Methodism, and the Evangelical Revival. 

WMS will be published annually and will a dual and broad focus on both history and theol-

ogy. Its aim is to present significant scholarly contributions that shed light on historical and 

theological understandings of Methodism broadly conceived. Essays within the thematic 

scope of WMS from the disciplinary perspectives of literature, philosophy, education and cog-

nate disciplines are welcome. 

Although WMS volume one has been published through the support of the MWRC, WMS is 

now a collaborative project of the MWRC and The Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church 

History, Oxford Brookes University and is published annually by Didsbury Press. 

WMS is now accepting essay submissions for future volumes. For further details, including 

style notes for contributors, see: http://www.mwrc.ac.uk/wesley-and-methodist-studies/ 



Cutting-edge resource for scholars and graduate students. 

To celebrate the publication of volume 100, the German and North American editors of the Archiv für Reformations-
geschichte/Archive for Reformation History have prepared a special centennial number with its own title.   It contains essays 
commissioned from eighteen renowned scholars, who analyze developments in historical writing in their particular areas of 

expertise over the past two decades or more. 
 

Archiv für Reformationsgeschichte/Archive for Reformation History 100 (2009): 
Reformationsforschung in Europa und Nordamerika, ein historiographische Bilanz/ 

Reformation  Research in Europe and North America, a Historiographical Assessment 
 

Contents 
 

Thomas Kaufmann: "Die deutsche Reformationsforschung seit dem Zweiten Weltkrieg" 
Thomas A. Brady, Jr.: "From Revolution to the Long Reformation: Writings in English on the German Reformation,1970ï

2005" 
André Holenstein: "Reformation und Konfessionalisierung in der Geschichtsforschung der Deutschschweiz" 
Max Engammare: "Des pasteurs sans pasteur. Historiographie de la Réforme en Suisseromande,1956ï2008"  
Otfried Czaika: "Entwicklungslinien der Historiographie zu Reformation und Konfessionalisierung in Skandinavien seit 1945" 
Michael G. Müller: "Reformationsforschung in Polen"  
Joachim Bahlcke: "Die tschechische und slowakische Geschichtsschreibung zu Reformation und konfessionellem Zeitalter. 

Vom Zweiten Weltkrieg bis zur Gegenwart" 
Maria Cr ciun: "Centre or Periphery? The Reformation in Romanian and Hungarian Historiography,1945ï2008"  
Silvana Seidel Menchi: "The Age of Reformation and Counter-Reformation in Italian Historiography,1939ï2009" 
Lu Ann Homza: "The Merits of Disruption and Tumult: New Scholarship on Religion and Spirituality in Spain during the Six-

teenth Century" 
Christophe Duhamelle: "Auf der Suche nach der französischen Konfessionalisierung" 
Mack P. Holt: "Historical Writing in English on the French Reformation: The Last ThirtyYears" 
Guido Marnef: "Belgian and Dutch Post-war Historiography on the Protestant and Catholic Reformation in the Netherlands" 
Christine Kooi: "The Reformation in the Netherlands: Some Historiographic Contributions in English"  
David Loades: "The Historiography of the Reformation in Britain" 
Christoph Burger: "Theologiegeschichtliche Darstellungen zur Reformation seit dem Zweiten Weltkrieg" 
Merry Wiesner-Hanks: "Gender and the Reformation"  
Wietse de Boer: "An Uneasy Reunion: The Catholic World in Reformation Studies" 

 
 
Membership in the Society for Reformation Research including a subscription to the journal represents a consider-

able saving over buying this issue separately.  To join the SRR and subscribe, please go to http://
www.reformationresearch.org/, click on Membership, print the form, and send it with your check to the address given there ï 
if at all possible, by 15 August.  The volume, due out in November 2009, will be sent to you by January 2010. 
 

If your library does not subscribe to the journal, please ask that it order this volume from the publisher, Gütersloher 
Verlagshaus: Carl-Miele-Str. 214, 33311 Gütersloh, Germany; info@gtvh.de. 

  

Invaluable New Guide to Reformation Research Soon 

Available  
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The Home and the Homeland: Families in Diverse Mormon Traditions 

 The forty-fifth annual conference of the Mormon History Association will be held May 27-30, 2010 

at the Kansas City Sports Complex Hotel in Kansas City, MO. It has been twenty-five years since the last 

MHA conference was held in Missouri. The 2010 theme, ñThe Home and the Homeland: Families in Di-

verse Mormon Traditionsò recognizes the family as a central social and religious institution within Mormon 

traditions. 

 Mormon traditions (also called Restoration traditions) have historically recognized the family and 

home as the spatial, social, and emotional place where men, women, and children become religious and 

moral people. Fatherhood and motherhood have been interpreted as religious, as well as biological and 

social roles. 

 Papers and panels on all aspects of the history and practice of family life in all Restoration tradi-

tions are welcomed. Since Independence, Missouri, serves as the ñhomelandò to dozens of Restoration 

traditions, we especially encourage papers that examine or compare lesser studied groups. Of special 

note, 2010 marks the sesquicentennial of Joseph Smith IIIôs ordination as leader of the Community of 

Christ and the twenty-fifth anniversary of its first priesthood ordinations of women. Both events sparked 

controversy and caused the re-examination of how family roles shaped religious practices. Presenters 

could explore religious interpretation of the family, gender roles within the family, the Mormon religious 

experience within families, children and childhood, Mormon domestic architecture, or Mormon material 

culture. 

 MHA invites and actively seeks proposals for complete sessions, panels, and other presentations. 

While we encourage presentations related to the theme, we also welcome other proposals. While the Pro-

gram Committee will give preference to complete two or three paper session proposals, individual paper 

proposals will be considered. Please send an abstract of the paper (no more than 300 words) that outlines 

your argument and the sources that will be used plus a short CV (no longer than two pages) for each 

speaker. Previously published papers will not be considered. 

 The deadline for proposals is October 1, 2009. Proposals should be sent by email to: mhameet-

ing2010@gmail.com. Hard copies of proposals can also be sent to: 

Susanna Morrill 

Lewis & Clark College 

MSC 45, 0615 SW Palatine Hill Rd. 

Portland, OR 97219 

or  

David Howlett 

222 E. Market St. Apt. 32 

Iowa City, IA 52245. 

Notification for acceptance or rejection will be made by January 1, 2010. Additional instructions will be 

available on the MHA website at http://mhahome.org. 

2010 Independence Missouri Conference  

Call for Papers  
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