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The Venture Continues…
Thanks to everyone who sent comments about the first newsletter.  Organizing this second newsletter was an easier task because the first was so well received.  Also, thanks to the contributors of articles: I hope this spirit of voluntarism will continue!

     The newsletter is part of the society’s continuing effort to reach out to members. This is a priority of the society’s leaders. As its contribution, the Membership Committee hopes the newsletter will become a forum, a facilitator of contact, as well as source of information. If members have something newsworthy or useful, it should be in the newsletter.  My advice: don’t be hesitant or shy!

     Following established procedure, the membership of the Membership Committee changed in January.  I want to thank Susan Graham and Stephanie Stidham Rogers for their service on the committee.  Susan is Assistant Professor of Theology at Saint Peter’s College in New Jersey and Stephanie is completing a Ph.D. at Princeton Theological Seminary. Both made time for the ASCH in their busy schedules.  The society is better off thanks to their efforts.

     The committee’s newest member is Candy Gunther Brown.  Candy teaches at Indiana University in Bloomington and is the author of The Word in the World: Evangelical Writing, Publishing and Reading in America, 1789-1880 (2004).  I look forward to working with Candy and the other members of the committee, Marianne Delaporte, James Ernest, Ray Kibler III, and Hyung Shin Park.

     Turning to editorial comment, I have followed recent events in the Anglican Communion with interest.  No historian of Anglicanism can ignore the recent debates. Homosexuality, the role of women in the Church, and episcopal authority continue to be controversial issues.  Given the positions taken, what future does the Anglican Communion have?

     Historical perspective and analysis are enlightening. I invite comments from members on the recent developments.  Is the Anglican Communion simply rerunning the debates of the 1970s and 1980s, for example?  Members involved in or who have written about the debates over the ordination of women may  want

to share their insight….
Keith A. Francis

Keith_Francis@baylor.edu

Atlanta 2007: Executive Secretary Report
Greetings from ASCH’s administrative offices in New Haven. At our recent annual meeting in Atlanta, we had a series of very productive (and, for the Council, very long) meetings. A number of important decisions and announcements were made.  Below are some highlights.
• A proposal from Cambridge University
Press to publish Church History beginning in Ja

January 2008 was approved by Council.
• A summary of the 2005 general member survey has been printed in the December
2006 issue of Church History. 

• The Membership Committee has reached
out to fellow members outside of academia
to improve communications with them.

• In recognition of the growing number of students and young scholars in ASCH, the Council is exploring the possibility of having an ex-officio student representative attend each of its meetings. 

• The Finance Committee is exploring the feasibility of endowing student and independent scholar travel grants to attend ASCH meetings.
• Affiliation with the Society for Reformation Research was approved; we look forward to having joint sessions with our colleagues in this society in future conferences.

The Nominating Committee, headed by Mark Noll, presented a new president-elect and a new class of Council members. Our new president-elect is Grant Wacker, professor of church history at the Divinity School, Duke University. 
Professor Wacker was one of the editors of Church History during its sojourn at Duke. He has been the mentor of a large number of doctoral students in American religious history. He is the author of the prize-winning Heaven Below: Early Pentecostals and American Culture (Harvard University Press, 2001) among many other publications.

The new class of Council members includes:

• John Giggie is Assistant Professor of 
History and the co-director of the program in American Studies at the University of Texas, San Antonio.  He teaches African American religious history; 
• Patricia Beckman is Assistant Professor
in the University of Missouri-Colombia’s Department of Religious Studies.  She
teaches courses in the general history of Christianity, women and religion, and mysticism/spirituality; 

• Timothy Tseng teaches Asian-American Christianity and Asian Christianity. He is the director of the Asian American Center at American Baptist Seminary of the West, Berkeley, California;
• Patout Burns is Malloy Professor of Catholic Studies at the Vanderbilt Divinity School, Nashville, Tennessee.  He teaches early Christian history;
• Candy Gunther Brown has recently moved from the American Studies department of Saint Louis University to become Associate Professor in the Department of Religious Studies at Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana.  She teaches American religious history.
Atlanta 2007: Reflections of a First-time Attendee…
I came to the 2007 ASCH conference in Atlanta as a Theology Masters student, in the earliest stages my degree.  In the future I intend to study Medieval Church History for my doctoral work.

     With no fellow students or professors from my institution attending the conference, I found the rooms full of strangers intimidating. However, without exception I found the members of ASCH to be welcoming and helpful.  This greatly eased my apprehensions.

     It was very awkward for me to walk up and introduce myself to strangers.  However, once I did so, I found each member willing to engage in conversation and to take an interest in me and my studies.  

     This welcome was particularly true of the Women in Church History Breakfast.  It was the single most helpful event I attended at the conference. Faces quickly became familiar, and invitations to join people for meals abounded.  

     Not once was I made to feel like my lack of expertise in Church History decreased my worth or my welcome, for which I am grateful.  

     I have only one suggestion: it would have gone even better if I had been paired with an ally in my area of interest.  This person could have introduced me to others in my field and helped me locate relevant events.  Pairing with a seasoned member, especially with prior e-mail or phone contact, would be invaluable.  It would be particularly useful for members who may have very few contacts in the Church history community. 

      As a newcomer to ASCH, I was surprised to discover that the large majority of our members are scholars of American and modern Church history.  The articles in Church History and the conference session topics suggest otherwise.  They cover a relatively even blend of periods from early to modern Church history.  As a medievalist, I was hoping that the attendees would represent a roughly equivalent diversity of periods, this was not the case.  

     As I heard repeated discussion of inclusivity regarding all periods of church history, I reflected on why this was a goal of ASCH.  Lacking a familiarity with the organization’s history, I do not have the perspective to understand our membership dynamic.  I am also unable to identify the source of the recent membership increase.  

     If the recent increase is due to ASCH’s inclusion of members who focus on non-American subjects and eras, then this diversity should be encouraged.  However, if the recent increase reflects scholars drawn to ASCH’s strengths in the modern and American church, a different strategy is more appropriate. ASCH should consider making the literature, sessions, and mission statement to more accurately reflect these areas of greater emphasis.

Lynn B. E. Jencks

jencksL@xavier.edu

Atlanta 2007: A British Perspective
     Perhaps one of the most unexpected aspects of the AHA’s January conference in Atlanta was that it became a national news story in Britain. 

      On the Sunday after my return home, I was listening to Radio 4, a national news and talk station.  On it I heard the presenter say, “And later in the programme, we will be talking to the British professor who was recently arrested in America for crossing the road.” 

     Over the next couple of days several other radio station and newspapers picked up the story of the unfortunate University of London professor.  He was thrown in the back of a police truck because he had failed to cross the road between the Hilton and the Marriott hotels in the prescribed Georgian manner. 

     He claimed that he couldn’t understand why a man had been blowing a whistle at him.  When arrested, he had told the police that he was a “European intellectual.” This may explain why they chose to detain him in a “stinking” police cell for the next eight hours. 

     He told the British media that he had found the whole experience very educational.  It was probably more so than the session on medieval Europe that he had been rushing to the Hilton to attend. 

     Remembering the men with the whistles, I was relieved that I had been accompanied at this particular road crossing by my long-standing former college friend (and now long-term American resident) Keith Francis.  He had explained to me the etiquette of American road safety. It could have been me in the police cell – although I would never describe myself as a “European intellectual,” particularly to a police officer! 

     The moral of this tale is that for us Brits, attending American conferences can be eye-opening in many different ways. 

     I had been to an AHA/ASCH meeting before, taking part in a panel at the ASCH at Boston in 2001.  But I have to admit that on that occasion, I spent more time exploring Boston and catching up with old friends than listening to papers. This time (perhaps wisely!) I concentrated on the papers. It was a rich feast, and I had to make many difficult choices about what to attend. 

     For me, the highlights were Jan Shipps’s Presidential address on Mormonism, the Distinguished Career Award ceremony for Andrew Walls, the discussion of Mark Noll’s new book The Civil War as a Theological Crisis, and a Sunday morning session chaired by Mark Noll in which Nancy Christie, Kevin Flatt and Michael Gauvreau discussed their work on the Canadian Churches. It was great to have coffee with the speakers afterwards. 

     The AHA is such a vast conference – particularly from the British perspective – that it is lovely to have the smaller reference point of the ASCH operating on the human scale within it. 

     This is certainly the place to meet people and to socialize. Church historians, of whatever nationality, do seem to be among the friendliest and most helpful academic groups on the planet.  The ASCH is the best way to meet those working in North America. 

     There are other splendid things about the AHA/ASCH. In Britain, we hold our conferences on university campuses out of term. This means that the accommodation is in student residences. The art is to grit your teeth, and spend as little time as possible in the room. American hotels are a treat in comparison. I love the huge comfy beds with six pillows. 

     The publishers’ display has to be the best collection of new English-language history books in the world.  Everything is extremely well organized. Of course, it has to be for an event on this scale. I was aware of the huge amount of work that had been put into the event both by the staff of the AHA, and by the officers of the ASCH. 

     It’s expensive, particularly with the airfare from London, but for me it was definitely worth it. I found a huge amount to feed and stimulate my current academic interests. On the plane home, I scribbled out a particularly tricky chunk of the book that I’m currently writing. Atlanta had helped me see my way around the problem, and I’ve been writing steadily ever since. 

     And I’ve also learnt that if I see a man with a whistle when I’m next in America, I shall think police cell, rather than high school lacrosse match. 

Frances Knight 

Department of Theology and Religious Studies

University of Wales, Lampeter 

francis.knight@lamp.ac.uk
Editor’s Note: 
Frances Knight is the author of The Nineteenth-Century Church and

English Society (1995) and The Church in the Nineteenth Century 

(forthcoming, Palgrave Macmillan, 2008).
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Frances Knight posing at Cardiff Castle, Wales
Atlanta 2007: Review of a Session
Western Christian Encounters with Islam and the Middle East

in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries
     This session reflected a growing interest among religious and intellectual historians: the roots of engagement between the West and Middle East and the place of Islam in western Christian thought. 

     Thomas Kidd (Baylor University) gave a paper titled ‘Islam in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century American Eschatology.’ He detailed the growing interest in Islam revealed in American eschatological writings of the early republic. 

     Tracing trends that began in the colonial period, Kidd showed how prophecy scholars saw Islam referenced in several key Bible passages. These scholars used a historicist mode of prophetic interpretation.  They argued that many of the Bible’s prophecies had already been fulfilled historically. 

     The embarrassment associated with William Miller’s failed predictions of Christ’s return in 1843 helped to weaken historicism’s dominance. Futurist dispensational eschatology, which displaced historicism, had no clear place for Islam in its system.

     Steve Alter (Gordon College) presented “‘Manners and Customs’ of the Bible Lands: Nineteenth-Century American Missionary-Scholars and their Use of Comparative Anthropological Methods.” Literature on “manners and customs” practiced in the “Bible lands” were popular aids to Bible study in nineteenth-century Britain and America. Alter asked to what extent these texts reflected Edward Said’s notion of “Orientalism.”

     Alter argued that this field of biblical study was not necessarily Orientalist in the sense codified by late-twentieth-century critical theory. Rather, it was something both narrower and broader. On one hand, the manners and customs field embodied investigative principles specific to the needs of Bible interpretation. On the other hand, its assumptions and methodology applied more broadly than to people of the Middle East or Asia alone. 

     The “customs and manners” discourse allowed Christians to perceive a Middle East with which they, via their Bible, had closer kinship than did either modern Jews or religious Muslims. The writers and readers of this literature identified with that pristine and mostly rural Middle East of the Bible, a region untainted by the later accretions of Islamic culture.

     Sarah Miglio (University of Notre Dame) presented “Encountering Islam: Mohammed Alexander Russell Webb and the 1893 World’s Parliament of Religions.” She analyzed Webb’s advocacy of polygamy at the World’s Parliament and the limits of religious pluralism in Victorian American Christianity. 

     In the assembly’s unusually negative reaction to Webb’s address, Miglio found a collective animosity against “uncivilized” behavior. This tempered the Parliament organizers’ attempt to include Islam at the table of “world religions.” 

     The hostility to Mohammed Webb was not anti-Islamic in nature, but ultimately an expression of anti-polygamy sentiment. A steadfast commitment to monogamous sexuality, combined with American concerns to uphold traditional gender roles, was a concrete expression of what mattered to late nineteenth-century Protestants.  Parliament participants regarded monogamous sexuality as a defining feature of the morally superior and enlightened state of Christian civilization.

     Jay Case (Malone College) led a lively discussion period.  Participants thought that the papers raised good questions about the internal apologetic concerns of American Protestants, and those concerns’ uncertain connection to Islam itself.

Thomas S. Kidd
Baylor University
Thomas_Kidd@baylor.edu

Editor’s Note: 
Thomas Kidd is the author of The Protestant Interest: New England after

Puritanism (2004) and is working on American Christians and Islam: Cultural Uses of Muslims from the Colonial Era to the Age of Global Terrorism (forthcoming, Princeton University Press).
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Submitting Conference Proposals:

An Update for Students, Independent Scholars, and Mentors

(A Note from the ASCH Council)

Graduate students are an important – and growing – part of ASCH, and the society’s leadership strongly encourages graduate students to submit proposals for upcoming conferences, so that they can present their work. We ask mentors and professors to help students with paper and session proposals, and to offer to chair sessions organized by students. If students and independent scholars wish to construct a session or panel, they should go to the ASCH website (www.churchhistory.org) and search the membership for individuals with similar research interests. Also, students should note that a graduate student representative is to be added to Council, through whom recommendations and questions can be passed on to the society’s leadership. Graduate students and independent 

scholars, we welcome your feedback.

Being ASCH President: Two Eventful Years
By Jan Shipps
Editor’s Note: This article is the first in a series of reflections by past ASCH presidents.

Because the long list of presidents of the ASCH includes so many distinguished and properly celebrated church historians, when Vanderbilt Professor Dale Johnson, the society’s immediate past president, who was serving as chair of the nominating committee, called to ask me to stand for the post of ASCH president-elect, I was both astonished and honored.
     Yet when that call came in late spring 2004, I had to think twice before agreeing to have my name placed on the society’s virtual ballot.  I say “virtual” because a printed ballot is not distributed before each election.  The names of nominees are simply read at the annual meeting, nominations from the floor are invited, and what amounts to a pro-forma election follows.

     Even though I never stopped being an active ASCH member, I had been retired from teaching in the History and Religious Studies Departments at IUPUI for almost a decade. (IUPUI is the name of Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis, one of the many new institutions of higher learning that came into existence in the United States after World War II with a place or direction in its name) This meant that I would have no support system to help me carry out the tasks an ASCH president-elect must assume.  In addition, I still had a number of research and writing projects on my plate.

     My brief moment of hesitation ended when I realized that this invitation might, at least in part, recognize the role I had played in organizing and keeping Women in Theology and Church History alive within the society.  But it also did something else.  For generations, ASCH had not only been an “old boy’s club.”  For a very long time, it had also been a network of scholars and practitioners.  The main interest of these scholar-ministers was the history of traditional Christianity, especially Protestantism (and mainly mainstream Protestantism).

     I had been serving on the ASCH Council in 1987 when Notre Dame Professor Jay Dolan was elected as the ASCH president.  He was the first scholar of Catholicism to be elected to lead the society since John T. Ellis was president in 1969. The move acknowledged Jay’s meritorious scholarship. Of equal consequence, the society was willing to be led by someone whose scholarly interest was modern American Catholicism.  I was also serving a second term on the Council in 1990 when the great Nazarene preacher-scholar Timothy L. Smith became ASCH president.  This recognized his distinction as a church historian.  It also paved the way for the society to be led by such distinguished scholars as George M. Marsden, Nathan O. Hatch, and Mark Noll.  Their main focus of study has been the fundamentalist and evangelical dimensions of Christian history.

     Some will know, I have devoted practically my entire scholarly career to the study of the Latter-day Saints and the many forms of Mormonism.  My election to the highest office of the ASCH might not be read by everyone as a signal that the society is ready to grant the significance of religion at Christianity’s margins.  But since I read it that way, I concluded that my presidency of the society could say something important about the ASCH.  It is truly devoted, as the subtitle of Church History indicates, to the study of every aspect of Christianity and Culture.  And so I agreed to stand for the election that would lead to me becoming ASCH president in 2006.

     After my election as president-elect, the first thing I discovered was that I had to put together a committee to plan the program for the next annual meeting.  I’m not sure if it really works this way, but it sometimes seemed as if the president-elect has to prove his or her mettle.  How?  He or she must succeed at the following difficult task: organizing an appealing annual meeting program.  The program should recognize some of the best recent work that has been done in the study of Christianity and culture and make a place for sessions that point to the best current and on-going work in the field.  Of course, that is not what happens since the die is cast. The president-elect becomes ASCH president, willy-nilly.  Even so, putting the program together is a major endeavor. 

     I took an unusual step in program planning by inviting Andrew Walsh to serve as the Co-Chair of the 2006 Program Committee.  (Andrew is the managing editor of Religion in the News and associate director of the Leonard E. Greenberg Center for the Study of Religion and Public Life at Trinity College.)  We met with committee member Clark Gilpin, from the University of Chicago, and articulated a program theme.  Then we put out a Call for Papers and held our breath to see what would come in “over the transom” as it were.  Andrew rendered marvelous assistance by compiling all the proposals in an Excel file.  When it was time to hold a lengthy telephone conference call to shape up and settle on the program, he sent out copies of all the proposals and CVs to members of the program committee.  

     In addition to the invaluable help of Andrew and Clark, I had the help of other committee members.  Further, the ASCH Executive Secretary Ken Minkema provided extraordinary assistance.  Fortunately, more proposals arrived than could be accommodated on the program. This enabled the committee to pick and choose the most appropriate proposals.  Some warranted inclusion because they so obviously reflected outstanding research projects; others represented the full panoply of interests of the members of the society who would be attending the annual meeting.  Overall, we seem to have succeeded. Many ASCH members (as well as visitors for the American Historical Association whose annual meeting was also going on at the same time) complimented the committee on its work.

     Each year, the society’s Executive Council selects a long-time member of the society for a “Distinguished Career Award.” One of the happiest tasks an ASCH president has is to make a telephone call to the selected recipient to ensure that he or she will be able to be present at the next annual meeting. He or she can then respond in a session of the ASCH program that will focus on the honoree’s scholarly oeuvre.  During my presidency, I had the happy task of making such a call to Princeton Emeritus Religion Professor John F. Wilson.  He will be honored (or roasted) by several of his more renowned students in the 2008 program.  

     The most devastating task I had to carry out during my presidency, however, was presiding over revising the Distinguished Career Award session of the 2006 program.  The untimely death of the 2006 recipient, Harvard Religion Professor William R. Hutchinson, made some changes necessary.  It seemed to me important to make sure that the gathering would maintain its focus on Hutchison’s work. At the same time, the society should properly mourn the passing of a mentor, colleague, and friend as well as a former ASCH President and truly great church historian.  I continue to be grateful to Philip Barlow, who chaired the session, to David Hall who spoke about working along with “Bill” Hutchison as a Harvard colleague, and to all the other program participants.  Despite their own grief, all were able to make the 2006 Distinguished Career Award session memorable from every perspective.

     In many ways even more important to ASCH than its regular meetings is the society’s quarterly periodical, Church History.  The move of its editorial offices and editors from Duke University to Florida State University was accomplished just as my year as ASCH president-elect was about to begin. I deserve no credit for the effective transition that took place.  Still, I was close enough to that move to express my and the society’s thanks to Elizabeth A. Clark, Richard P. Heitzenrater, Hans J. Hillebrand, and Grant Wacker for their outstanding service to ASCH during Church History’s “tenure” at Duke.

     I am close enough to the situation at Florida State to appreciate the extraordinary editing that Church History is currently receiving from John Corrigan and Amanda Porterfield and their Senior Assistant D.E. “Gene” Mills.  Beyond that, this editorial team deserves kudos from every member of the society.  They have explored new production possibilities for the journal and brought a remarkable proposal from Cambridge University Press to the ASCH Council for its approval.  Bravo and Brava, John and Amanda!

     If I went ahead with expressions of gratitude to the every member of ASCH’s standing committees, this would seem to be little more than pro forma thanks.  So let me say that I do appreciate the work of all of them.

     I am especially appreciative of the incredible exertions of the work of the members of the Committee on Research.  This past year they read and consulted about the unusually abundant number of books and articles that were nominated for the society’s prizes.

     I am particularly obliged to Barbara Brown Zikmund.  Her successful effort to make the presentation of the society’s prizes something greater than simply reading out the names of prize-winners during the annual business meeting and moving on to the association’s other concerns is significant.  Barbara made sure that all except one of the prize winners were in the audience.  Further, the presentation of prizes was the last thing that happened before the presentation of the presidential address and the formal transition of ASCH leadership to the new president.  I am hopeful that this precedent, which highlights the superior work currently being done in our area of history, will be followed in the future.

     Likewise, I must extend a special thank you to Baylor University’s Keith Francis and his active membership committee.  Their work in getting out the word about the society in traditional ways, but even more in for their starting an ASCH on-line newsletter.  Even if it has turned out to be work for me, it is grand for the society, creating for us a means of rapid communication.  That he has agreed to spend another year chairing the Membership Committee is splendid indeed.

     The adventure of being ASCH president was made even more pleasurable by one particular development. During my presidential year, work already in progress under the direction of Brite Divinity School Professor Mark Toulouse led to a revision of our Statement of Purpose.  This has been approved by the ASCH Council and now stands at the forefront of our newly-designed website.  In addition, also under Mark’s leadership, the society conducted another of its periodic membership surveys.  The results, to be published in the next issue of Church History, tell us who we are and give us an indication of where the society is heading.

     Although much else occurred during ASCH’s last two eventful years, please consider this account as my “presidential report.”  I bring it to an end with two important notations. One of these notes is that the work of the society might well grind to a halt without the constant attention it receives from our terrific Executive Secretary, Ken Minkema, and his assistants at the office in Yale University.

     The other notice is a more overarching statement that the condition of the ASCH is very fine indeed.  We are in good financial shape.  Church History continues to be the premier periodical in its field.  Its new turn toward Christianity all across the world places it in the forefront in the larger area of the study of Christianity and culture.  Our membership is growing. A third of our members are graduate students.  More important, about a third of our graduate student members become active dues-paying members of the society.  Clearly the society’s decision, made in the early 1990s, has paid off.  The presence of so many young members at our annual meetings makes it clear that we have managed to halt the “graying” that has become the prevailing pattern of so many other professional organizations.   Finally, the future of ASCH is in good hands: we have a worthy, excellent, hard-working president in the University of Notre Dame’s John van Engen.

The ASCH Goes to Salt Lake City
Editor’s Note: 
Articles and pictures giving a more detailed review of the Spring Meeting

will appear in the next issue of the newsletter.  The listing of sessions and papers below is included to highlight some of the recent scholarship in the Church history.

SPRING MEETING PROGRAM 

FRIDAY, 13 APRIL 

8:30-9:30 AM: Opening Plenary Session 

Steven L. Olsen, ASCH Spring Program Committee, Chair
Welcome: Elder Marlin K. Jensen, LDS Church Historian and Recorder

Presenter: Jan Shipps, Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis

Salt Lake City: The Center Place as Sacred Space
10:00-11:30 AM
Session 1: Mapping Religious Identity: Salt Lake City and Mormonism

Newell Bringhurst, College of the Sequoias, Chair
Martha Sonntag Bradley, University of Utah

The Performance of Religious Identity in the Center Spaces of the LDS Church
Steven L. Olsen, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Mapping Mormonism through Community Celebrations

Thomas Carter, University of Utah

Mansion on the Hill:  Temple Siting and the Secularization of the Nineteenth-Century Mormon City

John Corrigan, Florida State University, Respondent
Session 2: Women in American Religion: Re-imagining the Past

Harry S. Stout, Yale University, Chair
Catherine A. Brekus, University of Chicago

Searching for Women in Narratives of American Religious History

Susanna Morrill, Lewis and Clark College

Women’s Popular Literature as Theological Discourse:A Mormon Case Study,1880-1920

Amy Koehlinger, Florida State University

Just Imagine What an Enigma I Was: The Protean Identity of Catholic Sisters

James Bennett, Santa Clara University, Respondent
Session 3: New Research on Old Doctrines: Free Agency, Original Sin, and Predestination

Bill J. Leonard, Wake Forest University, Chair 

Andrew S. Finstuen, Valparaiso University

Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God Reprised: Billy Graham, the Doctrine of Original Sin, and American Evangelicals

Peter J. Thuesen, Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis

The Other Baptist Battle: Southern Baptists and Predestination

Richard K. Behrens, Independent Researcher
Early Mormon Doctrine and New England Arminianism Compared

Bill J. Leonard, Respondent

Session 4: Rhetorical Strategies Among Early Modern English Protestants

Keith A. Francis, Baylor University, Chair
Karen Bruhn, Arizona State University

Brawling Discontent: Protestant Self-Definition in Shakespeare

William Brown Patterson, Sewanee, The University of the South

William Perkins’s The Arte of Prophecying: A Reformation Rhetoric

Scott McGinnis, Samford University

Indeterminacy in the English Puritan Dialogue

Jameela Lares, The University of Southern Mississippi, Respondent  

Session 5: The Antebellum Contexts of Early Mormonism 

Grant Underwood, Brigham Young University, Chair

Matt Grow, University of Notre Dame

Thomas L. Kane, The Suffering Saints, and the Mormon Counter-Narrative in Antebellum America

J. Spencer Fluhman, Brigham Young University

Countering the Mormon ‘Delusion’: Descriptions of Early Mormon Belief and Practice

Sarah Barringer Gordon, University of Pennsylvania, Respondent

Session 6: Understanding the Good News: Reading Strategies for Early Christian Apocryphal Gospels

L. Stephanie Cobb, Hofstra University, Chair

Catherine Burris, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

The Protoevangelion and the Akedah: Mary as Willing Sacrifice

Kristi Upson-Saia, Occidental College

Enfant Terrible: Reading Infancy Thomas with Ancient Rhetorical Practice

Pamela Mullins Reaves, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Old Giant Jesus: Deciphering the Resurrection Report in the Gospel of Peter

Julia L. Fogg, California Lutheran University, Respondent

Session 7: Missions on the Margins

Quincy Newell, University of Wyoming, Chair
Marilyn Fardig Whiteley, Independent Scholar

Isabel Crawford’s “final crash”: The Conflict of Methodists Among American Baptists in Oklahoma

Mary Kay Cavazos, Drew University 

Considering What Others Say I Am: African American Women in Foreign Mission,1949-60 
Laurie Maffly-Kipp, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Respondent

SATURDAY, 14 APRIL
9:00-10:30 AM
Session 8: Finding the Text: The Use of Patristic Sources in Monastic Discourse, c.975-1167 

Isabel Moreira, University of Utah, Chair
Emily A. Bannister, Keele University

From Sitria to Nitria: The Impact of the Ideals of the Desert Fathers on Peter Damian’s Vita Beati Romualdi 

Michele Moatt, University of Lancaster

The Construction of Walter Daniel’s Life of Ailred of Rievaulx

Marianne Delaporte, Notre Dame de Namur University

He Darkens Me with Brightness: The Theology of Pseudo-Dionysius in Hilduin’s Vita of Saint Denis
Phyllis G. Jestice, University of Southern Mississippi, Respondent

Session 9: Religion and Secularization

Scott McGinnis, Samford University, Chair
Robert H. Dennis, Queen’s University

Canadian Social Catholics Begin to Restructure the Institutional Church:  Reassessing the Relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation, 1931-1944.

Sebastian Fath, Independent Scholar, Paris

Billy Graham’s Global Impact on Continental Europe: The Example of France

Ryan K. Frace, Wellesley College

Religion and Modernity in Early Modern Scotland:  The Transformation of Presbyterianism

Bracy V. Hill II, Baylor University, Respondent 

Session 10: Religion and Violence

Quincy Newell, University of Wyoming, Chair
Douglas Montagna, Grand Valley State University

Methodist Autobiographies, The Code of Honor, and the Sanctioning of Violence

Patrick Q. Mason, University of Notre Dame

How Religious Groups Respond to Violence: Retrenchment, Retreat, and Accommodation in Nineteenth-Century America

John-Charles Duffy, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Respondent
Session 11: The Joy and Threat of Sex in Eighteenth-, Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Protestantism

Timothy E. Fulop, Lakeland College, Chair

Craig D. Atwood, Wake Forest University School of Divinity

Redeeming Sexuality: A Sex-positive Spirituality of the Eighteenth Century

Paul C. Kemeny, Grove City College

Suppressing Literature about Sexuality: Post-bellum Moral Philosophy and the Censorship Activities of the New England Society for the Suppression of Vice in the Late Nineteenth Century

Daniel Sack, Associated Colleges of the Midwest

Absolute Purity: Moral Re-Armament and Its Sexual Millennialism, 1920-1970

Jeanne H. Kilde, University of Minnesota, Respondent
11:00 AM-12:30 PM
Concluding Plenary Session: Editing the Papers of Joseph Smith and Jonathan Edwards

Jan Shipps, Indiana University-Purdue University Indiana, Chair 

Panelists: 

Richard Lyman Bushman, Columbia University

Staff members of the Joseph Smith Papers

Harry S. Stout, Kenneth Minkema, and Caleb J.D. Maskell

Jonathan Edwards Center, Yale Divinity School
News

Editor’s Note: 
Members are encouraged to submit any useful news items to the 

Newsletter.  These may include information about conferences, calls for papers, recent publications, awards, and new positions obtained by members.
***Conference Announcement***

A Religion and Violence conference will take place at Yale University, April 10-13, 2008.  The conference is sponsored by the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture in Williamsburg and by Yale University. 

A call for papers has been issued; proposals and queries may be sent to Kim Foley of the Omohundro Institute at kawahl@wm.edu.

***Conference Announcement***

Legacies and Promise: 400 Years of History of Episcopal History 

June 24-27, 2007

  Woodlands Conference Center, Williamsburg, VA 
 

This will be a history conference sponsored by the Historical Society of the Episcopal Church, National Episcopal Historians and Archivists, and the Episcopal Women's History Project. 

Web address for more information: www.trihistory.org
***CALL FOR PAPERS***

Reassessing Reform: Gerhart Ladner’s The Idea of Reform Fifty Years Later
At the conclusion of his definitive study of reform ideas, Gerhart Ladner stated 

that “the idea of reform...was to remain the self-perpetuating core, the inner life spring of Christian tradition through lesser and greater times.” (The Idea of Reform: Its Impact on Christian Thought and Action in the Age of the Fathers. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1959, p. 423).  Ladner himself sought to explore the content of such a statement in the age of patristic theology and early Christian monasticism, while at the same time pointing forward to the many developments in reform ideology in the medieval period and beyond.  His insights laid the groundwork for a half century of scholarship, particularly bearing fruit in the study of reform in the Middle Ages.

Now, in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of The Idea of Reform and the calling of the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), a group of scholars under the aegis of the American Cusanus Society is planning a year-long (2008-2009) celebration of papers and panels that will both explore the enduring significance of Ladner’s study and survey the new avenues and insights of more recent reform scholarship.

The centerpiece of the celebration will be the biennial conference of the American Cusanus Society at Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary, Pennsylvania, 10-12 October 2008.

Other venues will include the International Congress of Medieval Studies in Kalamazoo, Michigan, May 2008 and 2009 as well as sessions in conjunction with the American Historical Association, New York City, 2-5 January 2009.

For further information and/or to offer a proposal, please contact both of the following organizers: Christopher Bellitto, Kean University, cbellitt@kean.edu, and       D. Zach Flanagin, St. Mary’s College of California, zachflanagin@hotmail.com
American Society of Church History

Graduate Student Membership Form

ASCH offers a free, two-year beginning membership to graduate students.

Please fill out the information below and mail or fax this form to:

American Society of Church History

Yale Divinity School

409 Prospect St., CB 473

New Haven, CT 06511

asch@yale.edu
203-432-3158

Fax: 203-432-5356

Date: ________________________________

Name: _______________________________

Institution: ____________________________

_____________________________________

Mailing address: _______________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Email address: _________________________

Degree Program: _______________________

3 areas of scholarly interest: 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
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