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Christmas and Conferences
   A few days ago, I put the finishing touches to my report for the upcoming ASCH Council and Business meetings.  For me, finishing that report is a clear sign that Christmas is approaching.  (Submitting students’ grades and the advertisements on TV and radio are reminders too…)

   Whatever name people want to give to this holiday period, I always enjoy it.  I have the opportunity to see some members of my family (who are spread around the globe).  I can also read a couple of novels just for fun: a pleasure that is far too frivolous to indulge during the semester.

   Post-Christmas, and before the new semester begins, is the conference season.  Meetings such as the ASCH’s are another of my pleasures: fortunately, I do not have to feel guilty about indulging this one.  The opportunity to see and chat with old friends and acquaintances or to make new ones is the raison d’etre of conferences.  (Of course, there is the matter of papers to read or hear and meetings to attend – but I would hardly describe these as guilty pleasures!)

   This newsletter has several articles about the Spring ASCH meeting in Salt Lake City.  (Pictures from the meeting are on the ASCH web site, www.churchhistory.org.)  The articles give a small inkling of the ‘feel’ of the conference for those who could not attend.  A future newsletter will do the same for the Winter meeting in January.

   Having attending a few, the best advice I can give is that every member ought to experience a meeting for him or herself.  For those members who will be in Washington, D.C. in January, I look forward to seeing you.

Keith A. Francis

Keith_Francis@baylor.edu
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Spring 2007 Conference: Salt Lake City
Executive Secretary’s Report
   For the first time, an ASCH spring conference was held in Salt Lake City, Utah.   Between April 12 and 14, 2007, the ASCH was graciously hosted by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

   The LDS Church opened up its Family History Library and Museum for sessions, organized tours for attendees, and hosted a gala banquet in the Joseph Smith Memorial Building.

   Special thanks go to Steve Olsen of the LDS Department of History for heading the organizing committee.  His able assistant, Laura Korth, also deserves special thanks for her attention to the many onsite arrangements.

   On Friday morning, Jan Shipps got the sessions off to a marvelous start with a consideration of downtown Salt Lake City as urban sacred space. Other sessions on Friday included investigations of Mormon themes as well as a variety of topics ranging from early Christianity to modern missions.

  For the musically inclined, there was a rehearsal of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir on the Thursday night.  The Friday night banquet featured a performance by the world-renowned Mormon Children’s Choir.


   We were also honored at the banquet by a special welcome from Henry B. Eyring.  Eyring is a member of the Quorum of the Twelve, the second highest presiding body of the LDS Church.

  On Saturday, sessions were held at the University of Utah. For me, the highpoint was the concluding plenary on the Joseph Smith and Jonathan Edwards Papers (and not just because I was a panelist). Here, the audience was able to learn about the publishing plans for these two projects.  The panel also discussed the potential of digital resources and the challenges and opportunities facing both providers and users. 

  Salt Lake City was a popular conference venue.  The ASCH hopes to return there at some time in the future.  The ASCH also looks forward to associating with our colleagues in the Mormon Historical Association.

   Meanwhile, the stage is set for our next spring meeting.  It will take place in 2009, April 16-19, in Montreal. Mark your calendars and plan to attend what promises to be a rich and enjoyable meeting.

Kenneth Minkema

asch@yale.edu

Salt Lake City 2007: Session Report
Finding the Text: Drawing Common Threads from across Three Hundred Years of Hagiographic Writing
   When Emily Bannister and I flew from Manchester, UK, to Salt Lake City for the ASCH Spring Conference, we might have been forgiven for feeling just a little nervous.  This was our first venture into the academic life of the United States.

   Yet just as our doctoral supervisors had strong links with the United States, there were several academics at our session at the Salt Lake conference with strong links to the UK.  Keith Francis, whose doctoral research had been carried out at Kings College, University of London, shares the alma mata of both my husband and father. Session chair Isabel Moreira, of the University of Utah, also hailed from Britain.

   Thus it was confirmed for us that the academic world is small and that common interests serve to obliterate differences in location, nationality or culture.

   We felt more at home as a result of this discovery.  During the course of our session, the participants discussed the way in which, despite certain differences in methods, Medieval monastic scholars from three different centuries also had much in common. Further, we noted that, at times, their interests converged.  

   Phyllis Jestice (University of Southern Mississippi) drew together the three papers by Marianne Delaporte (Notre Dame de Namur University), Emily Bannister (Keele University, UK), and me. The papers covered: copied sections of work by Pseudo Dionysius found in Hilduin’s tenth-century Life St. Denis; the influence of the works of the Desert Fathers on Peter Damian’s eleventh-century Vita Beati Romualdi; and the intricate weaving of inter-textual and intra-textual allusions in Walter Daniel’s twelfth-century Life of Aelred of Rievaulx.

   All three papers had resulted from a similar methodological approach which enabled us usefully to compare our writers.  According to Phyllis Jestice, the borrowed sections of texts, in the case of Hilduin, or references and allusions, in the cases of Peter Damian and Walter Daniel, were spoliae.  This is an archaeological term for the re-use of old building materials in later buildings which she aptly applied to the borrowings. All three texts had mined the past and put it into a very different context.  

   Phyllis Jestice highlighted the evidence that all three texts showed signs of having been intended as teaching texts.  Hilduin’s audience was courtly and his motives political.  In contrast, the intended audiences of Damien and Walter were monastic and their motives in some sense didactic.  Both the latter lives provided, on one level, models for living.

  Uniting Hilduin and Walter Daniel, however, was an overt interest in mystical theology and of life lived imitatio christi. This was also a theme running through Damian’s work, though less explicitly.  The authors were also attempting to reconcile textual iconography with their human saint.  To do this they had to adjust the life to fit the context of their own, new, environment. 

   Our panel also discovered that although we had only a small audience for the papers, when there is quality size really doesn’t matter!  Our audience engaged fully with our work.  They provided us with both searching questions and stimulating suggestions for further enquiries.

   Had time not run out we would undoubtedly have remained discussing the nature of spoliae and the aptness of Phyllis’s label, as well as the roots of various topoi, for much longer.      Was our long journey to the United States worth it?  A resounding “yes!” must be the answer.

 We look forward to having another opportunity to meet again with our new colleagues  in  the  future.   We are also glad


that we can remain in touch with church historians from the United States through the ASCH.  Last, we extend grateful thanks to the ASCH for its generous sponsorship of our visit.

Michele Moatt

moatt@btinternet.com

Editor’s Note: Michele Moatt is a doctoral student at Lancaster University, UK.

Salt Lake City 2007: Session Report
Religion and Secularization
  The session on “Religion and Secularization” brought together an international panel that focused on several historical episodes reflecting the secularization of Christianity.  Robert H. Dennis of Queen’s University, Canada, Sebastian Fath, an independent scholar from France, and Ryan K. Frace of Wellesley College read papers.

  In “Canadian Social Catholics Begin to Restructure the Institutional Church: Reassessing the Relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation, 1931-1944,” Robert Dennis asserted that the Roman Catholic Church in Canada experienced both secularization and restructuring. This was a result of a small group of social Catholics influencing changes in the relationship of the Church to the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation in the 1940s.

   Dennis argued that Church leaders came to accept the loss of direct control of political institutions.  They also accepted the increasing role of lay citizens in the political realm.

 In response to these developments, the Church focused on shaping an informed, morally sound, Catholic political laity.  It also concentrated on modifying existing political structures through negotiation and eliciting the tacit support of parties with platforms not incongruous with Church positions.

   Dennis also noted the growing sympathy of the Episcopal hierarchy with national concerns, and the eventual formulation of Episcopal decisions based upon these concerns.

  In “Billy Graham’s Global Impact on Continental Europe: The Example of France,” Sebastian Fath focused on the interaction of evangelical Christianity (as espoused by Graham) and French culture from the 1950s to the 1980s.

   Starting with the assumption that France was the most secularized nation in Europe, Fath discovered a greater than expected openness to Graham’s evangelical message of conversion in contemporary French society.  Aggressive opposition came from anti-American elements and those who feared or opposed religious extremism.  

  The evangelical appeal in Graham’s crusades exposed a new line of conflict.  It was between those who disagreed over the appropriateness of the public appeal to conversion.

   In “Religion and Modernity in Early Modern Scotland: The Transformation of Presbyterianism,” Ryan Frace focused on the transformation in seventeenth and eighteenth-century Scottish Presbyterianism that facilitated a move to modernization.

  Frace contended that Scottish religious leaders developed a religious norm that was “founded on empirical rationalism and civic morality.”  They rejected “extremes of disbelief and over-zealous religious enthusiasm.”  The reason for this policy was Scotland’s unique history of extremism and its unique relationship to the Continent and England. 

   Frace focused on the transfer of ideas.  He noted the importance of natural religion and deism among intellectuals in England and Europe.  He explained how these ideas were passed on through dialogues between Presbyterian and Episcopalian clergy, the increased mobility of travel, and the availability of books, particularly those of men such as Newton, Locke, Voltaire, and Grotius.

Frace contended that a new middle ground emerged between non-belief and religious bigotry. Presbyterians emphasized the exaltation of man’s moral capacity for social


 improvement” and defended religion with a more rational manner.

   In response to the papers, Bracy V. Hill II (Baylor University) analyzed the underlying assumptions regarding secularization in each paper by categorizing their methodology.  He concluded that Frace and Dennis envisioned ‘secularization’ from a ‘transformation’ perspective.

   Secularization was an unprecedented mixing of religion or theology with a non-religiously associated thought or institution.  The mixing resulted in the blurring of lines between the domain of the religious and the non-religious.  The result was a more fragmented, but a no less public, Christianity.  Hill noted that Fath’s conclusions might give support to proponents of Rational Choice Theory and provide a critique to the conclusions of Peter Berger.

   T. Scott McGinnis (Samford University), the session chair, guided the responses of the participants to questions from the audience.

Bracy V. Hill II

bracy_hill@baylor.edu

Editor’s Note: Bracy V. Hill II is a doctoral student at Baylor University.

My Year Working for the ASCH
   Last year I had the pleasure and privilege of working for ASCH as Ken Minkema’s assistant. As a Master’s student at Yale Divinity School, I had taken courses with Ken in previous years. Thanks to Ken, I had cultivated a deep interest in American religious history. When a friend graduated and vacated the position of Assistant to the Executive Secretary, the job seemed a perfect fit. 

 Working for ASCH was a wonderful experience. My day-to-day tasks included several tasks.  I maintained databases, updated the (often unruly) website, and attended to members’ requests for back issues and such. It was in this capacity that I interacted with ASCH members most often.  It was a pleasure to correspond with so many of you and to feel connected in this community.

   Attending this year’s conferences was a great and unanticipated benefit of this job,

too. In both Atlanta and Salt Lake City I met many scholars whose work I had read and admired. I also observed cutting-edge historical research and academic dialogue by attending panels and hearing papers. For a young graduate student, the conferences in Atlanta and Salt Lake City proved valuable windows into the world of Church History.

   I graduated from Yale in May, and have moved to Iowa City. In the fall, I started PhD program at the University of Iowa.  I anticipate working in the field of American religious history, particularly early twentieth-century liberal Protestantism. My work with ASCH has prepared me well for this new venture.  The duties and joys of being Ken’s assistant now rest in the capable hands of Bryan McCarthy.

Dan Morris

daniel-a-morris@uiowa.edu

My New Job at the ASCH
   I have taken over the position of Ken Minkema’s assistant, previously held by Dan Morris. I have entered my third and final year in Yale Divinity School’s Master of Divinity program.  After my M.Div., I hope to begin a PhD in philosophy.  

   Prior to taking the job as Ken’s assistant, I had been working as a transcriber for the Jonathan Edwards Center, also headed by Ken.  I had taken an Edwards Seminar from him.

   When Dan finished his tenure here, Ken asked me if I would like to take on the ASCH position in addition to my JEC duties.  I was excited about the offer because I really like Ken; being a transcriber in the basement of the Beinecke Library had not  afforded much opportunity to work with him directly.  

   I have only been doing the ASCH job for a few months, but, so far, I very much enjoy it.  I love getting to talk to professors and scholars. Even more than that, I love solving people’s problems and making them feel valued.

   One thing that I am impressed by is the overwhelming sentiment of the Church History subscribers that Dan was exceptionally helpful and friendly.  This is inspiring.  I hope that when I am finished here, I will leave a similar kind of memory in the minds of the people who have dealt with me.

Bryan McCarthy

asch@yale.edu

News and Upcoming Events
Editor’s Note:
Members are encouraged to submit any useful news items to the Newsletter.  These may include information about conferences, calls for papers, recent publications, awards, and new positions obtained by members.

***Conference Announcement***
A Religion and Violence conference will take place at Yale University, April 10-13, 2008.  The conference is sponsored by the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture in Williamsburg and by Yale University. 

A call for papers has been issued; proposals and queries may be sent to Kim Foley of the Omohundro Institute at kawahl@wm.edu.

***Conference Announcement***
Germantown – Gateway to American Mennonite History
The conference will meet October 17-18, 2008 at the historic 1770 Germantown Mennonite meetinghouse in Philadelphia.

Sponsored by the Germantown Mennonite Historic Trust and co-sponsored by the Mennonite Historical Society, the conference will commemorate the 300th anniversary (1708) of the formal organization of this first Mennonite congregation in America.

We invite proposals for papers and presentations on topics related to Germantown and other aspects of colonial American Mennonite history.

Proposals may be sent to Leonard Gross, Goshen College, Goshen, IN 46526. 

Email: leonardg@goshen.edu;  Tel. (574) 533-4057

Further information: Keith Sprunger, Historical Committee of the Germantown Mennonite Historic Trust Email: sprunger@bethelks.edu
***Conference Announcement***
Salisbury 750: Salisbury Cathedral 1258-2008: The Building and its Life
26-28 March 2008

Salisbury and South Wiltshire, Salisbury, UK
Full details of speakers and papers and booking forms at www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/750.php 

***Conference Announcement***
Art, Politics and Church: Celebrating George Bell
23-25 June 2008
University of Chichester, UK, Bishop Otter Campus
The Theology Department of the University of Chichester in association with the Ecclesiological Investigations Research Network and the George Bell Institute is hosting a conference in the year of the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Bishop George Bell of Chichester to celebrate his life and work, to offer a platform to scholars working in areas associated with George Bell and his wide interests, to look back to his achievements and examine his legacy and inspiration for the twenty-first century.

The conference will be addressed by Andrew Chandler, John Hind, and Jutta Vinzent, and will include a public lecture in Chichester Cathedral on Tuesday, 24 June given by Mary Tanner, a vice-president of the World Council of Churches, on Bell’s ecumenical theology and its inspiration for today’s ecumenical landscape.

For further details visit: www.georgebellconference.org.uk; or contact Heather Bellamy at the University of Chichester: H.Bellamy@chi.ac.uk, Tel. +44 12343-816193To propose a paper on one of the themes of the conference, please contact Paul Collins: P.Collins@chi.ac.uk.

***New Archive Material***
Taylor University (Upland, Indiana) Archives has acquired the two Gold Rush-era diaries.  The first is of its namesake, William Taylor (1821-1902).  The second is a travel diary belonging to his wife, Anne Kimberlin Taylor (1825-1905).

William Taylor’s diary chronicles five of his seven enterprising years (1849-1856) as a street-preaching evangelist in San Francisco, Sacramento, San Jose, and the surrounding area.  Anne Taylor’s diary for 1866-1867 chronicles the couple’s travels together from South Africa to and throughout Western Europe. 

Both diaries offer rich, first-person accounts of contemporary events (in addition to the couple’s own activities). They are written in a fine, narrative style.

William Taylor preached on every populated continent and published numerous works on missionary methods and theology.  In 1884, he was appointed Missionary Bishop to Africa by the Methodist Episcopal Church.  He served for over half a century until his retirement in 1900.  Taylor’s tendency to work outside denominational channels and his willingness to appoint indigenous leaders gained him the reputation of a maverick missionary.

Anne settled with their four sons in Alameda where all are now buried.  The donor of these journals, Mr. Stanley Koskinen, is the great, great grandson of William and Anne Taylor.
***Conference Announcement***
John Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009
24-27 May 2009
University of Geneva, Switzerland
In commemoration of the 500th anniversary of Calvin’s birth, the Institut d’Histoire de la Réformation of the University of Geneva, the Faculté de Théologie Protestante of the University of Geneva, and the Musée Historique de la Réformation et Bibliothèque Calvinienne are planning a major international conference on the theme “John Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009.”

For details about the conference, and to propose individual papers or panels of 2-3 papers, visit the conference website www.unige.ch/ihr/calvin2009-e.html.

***CALL FOR PAPERS***
Reassessing Reform: Gerhart Ladner’s The Idea of Reform Fifty Years Later
At the conclusion of his definitive study of reform ideas, Gerhart Ladner stated that “the idea of reform...was to remain the self-perpetuating core, the inner life spring of Christian tradition through lesser and greater times.” (The Idea of Reform: Its Impact on Christian Thought and Action in the Age of the Fathers. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1959, p. 423).  Ladner himself sought to explore the content of such a statement in the age of patristic theology and early Christian monasticism, while at the same time pointing forward to the many developments in reform ideology in the medieval period and beyond.  His insights laid the groundwork for a half century of scholarship, particularly bearing fruit in the study of reform in the Middle Ages.

Now, in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of The Idea of Reform and the calling of the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), a group of scholars under the aegis of the American Cusanus Society is planning a year-long (2008-2009) celebration of papers and panels that will both explore the enduring significance of Ladner’s study and survey the new avenues and insights of more recent reform scholarship.

The centerpiece of the celebration will be the biennial conference of the American Cusanus Society at Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary, Pennsylvania, 10-12 October 2008.

Other venues will include the International Congress of Medieval Studies in Kalamazoo, Michigan, May 2008 and 2009 as well as sessions in conjunction with the American Historical Association, New York City, 2-5 January 2009.

For further information and/or to offer a proposal, please contact both of the following organizers: Christopher Bellitto, Kean University, cbellitt@kean.edu, and D. Zach Flanagin, St. Mary’s College of California, zachflanagin@hotmail.com
Announcements from ASCH Council
****Attention Graduate Students****
American Society of Church History

Graduate Student Reception

Hemisphere Room

Hilton Washington Hotel

4 January 2008, 8:00-9:00 p.m.

You are cordially invited to attend a reception for graduate students who are members of ASCH or interested in learning more about ASCH.  Complimentary beverages will be served. Members of ASCH’s leadership will be on hand, including:



John Van Engen, President



Grant Wacker, President-elect



Amanda Porterfield, Co-editor of Church History


John Corrigan, Co-editor of Church History 



Ken Minkema, Executive Secretary



Keith Francis, Chair, Membership Committee

Graduate students will also have an opportunity to select a representative to the ASCH Council during this reception.  As part of the Society’s leadership, this person will be responsible for communicating the concerns and recommendations of graduate students.

Interested in serving on the ASCH Council or would like to nominate a fellow graduate student to serve on the Council?  Please send your/the name to Ken Minkema (asch@yale.edu) or Keith Francis (Keith_Francis@baylor.edu).

We look forward to seeing you there!

Submitting Conference Proposals:
An Update for Students, Independent Scholars, and Mentors
Graduate students and independent scholars are an important – and growing – part of the ASCH. The society’s leadership strongly encourages graduate students and independent scholars to submit proposals for upcoming conferences, so that they can present their work. We ask mentors and professors to help graduate students and independent scholars with paper and session proposals, and to offer to chair sessions organized by students. Students and independent scholars who wish to construct a session or panel should go to the ASCH website (www.churchhistory.org) and search the membership for individuals with similar research interests. We welcome your feedback.

Notes from the Membership Committee
Renewal of Membership
All memberships expire at the end of December.  (This change was voted at the Business Meeting held in Atlanta last January.)  Please remember to renew your membership in the next few weeks.

Registering for the Washington, D.C. Conference
Members may register for the upcoming meeting online at the ASCH website.  The link to the registration page is under ‘MEMBER QUICK LINKS’

Members and attendees may choose from the following event options:

(All pricing is per person)

Full Registration: 
(events and facilities fee for all attendees):


$40.00

Student Registration:





$30.00

Walking Tour (Friday Afternoon):



$10.00

Senior Members’ Luncheon (Friday noon):


$40.00

Breakfast Discussion - “The Mormons”


$20.00

Women’s Breakfast (Friday Morning):


Donation at event

Looking for Mentors...
Interested in “showing the ropes” to a graduate student or a first-time attendee to an ASCH meeting?  The Membership Committee is looking for senior scholars and/or long-time attendees to ASCH conferences to mentor graduate students and first-time attendees.  Members who would like to volunteer for this (vital) role should contact the Chair of the Membership Committee, Keith Francis (Keith_Francis@baylor.edu).

Winter Meeting 2008: Washington, D.C.
Overview of the Program
The ASCH information desk will be located at the Front Terrace Registration Counter on the


Hilton Washington’s Terrace Level.

Hours: Thursday, January 3, 2:30–5:30 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday, January 4 and 5, 8:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. and 1:00–5:00 p.m.

All sessions are in the Hilton Washington unless otherwise indicated.
Thursday, January 3
3:00 – 5:00 PM
SESSION 1
Rediscovering the Controversial Moravians of the 18th Century



(Jointly sponsored with the Pietism Studies Group)  Grant Room
3:00 – 4:30 PM 

Editorial Board Meeting

Military Room
4:30 – 6:00 PM

Executive Committee Meeting

Military Room
7:30 – 9:00 PM


Council Meeting

Military Room
Friday, January 4
7:30 – 9:00 AM 

Breakfast for Women in Theology and Church History (pre-registration not required; attendees will be asked to donate at event) Caucus Room
9:30-11:30 AM
SESSION 2 


Points of Light: The Role of Urban Centers in Early Christianity

Military Room
SESSION 3

Religious Studies Meets Reformation History: Three Perspectives on Ideology of Religious Studies and the “Sui Generis” Debate 


(Jointly sponsored with the Society for Reformation Research)
Hemisphere Room
SESSION 4

Global Kingdom, Local Nation: Chinese Protestants and the Dilemma of Nationalism in Republican China

Grant Room 

SESSION 5

Through the Lens of Modernity: Race, Ethnicity, and Religion in the American West

Hamilton Room
SESSION 6

Christianity, Politics, and the Press in the Recent United States

Thoroughbred Room
12:15-1:45 PM

Senior Members’ Luncheon (pre-registration required) Jefferson Room West
2:30-4:30 PM
SESSION 7


Creating Patristics in Modern Cities: The Old World and the New

Military Room 
SESSION 8 

Material Culture of the Reformation

(Jointly sponsored with the Society for Reformation Research)
Hemisphere Room
SESSION 9


Religious Identity and Language in Seventeenth-Century England

Grant Room
SESSION 10

Roundtable on Harry S. Stout’s Upon the Altar of the Nation: A Moral History of the Civil War

Thoroughbred Room
SESSION 11

De-centering American Religious History: Perspectives from the Latina/o and Latin American Periphery 

Hamilton Room
SESSION 12


A Tour of Washington, D.C. Houses of Worship
Meet at the ASCH Registration Desk; tour returns at 5:00 PM.

5:00 – 6:30 PM
SESSION 13


Distinguished Career Award: John F. Wilson

Military Room 
6:30-8:00 PM

Reception in Honor of Distinguished Career Award Recipient

Hemisphere Room
8:00 – 9:00 PM

Graduate Students’ Reception

Hemisphere Room
Saturday, January 5
7:00 – 8:30 AM


Breakfast discussion: “The Mormons,” a documentary film by Helen Whitney  


(Pre-registration required for attendees eating breakfast)
State Room
9:00-11:00 AM
SESSION 14


Early Christianity and Material Textuality

Grant Room
SESSION 15


A Critical Appreciation of the Scholarship of Scott H. Hendrix

Military Room 
SESSION 16


Sacred Space in Controversy

Hamilton Room
SESSION 17


What’s in a Name? Revisioning the Categories of American Christianity

Hemisphere Room
SESSION 18


Teaching Church History: A Panel of Practitioners

Thoroughbred Room 
11:30 AM-1:30 PM
SESSION 19


Biblical Interpretation in Medieval and Early Modern Christianity

Military Room
SESSION 20


Trans-Atlantic Perceptions of Christianity and Culture

Grant Room
SESSION 21


Photographic Traces of Missionary Building in Africa and Asia

Hamilton Room
SESSION 22


Liturgy as a Lens on American History 

Hemisphere Room
SESSION 23


A Critical Appreciation of the Scholarship of David D. Hall

Thoroughbred Room
2:30-4:30 PM
SESSION 24


A Critical Appreciation of the Scholarship of Richard P. Heitzenrater

Thoroughbred Room
SESSION 25


Unreason in the Christian Tradition

Grant Room
SESSION 26


Indigenous Christianities in the Americas: The Challenge of Comparative Approaches

Hamilton Room
SESSION 27 


Global Encounters of North American Evangelicalism

Military Room
SESSION 28


The American Religions Timeline: A New Online Resource

Independence Room
5:00 – 6:00 PM

Business Meeting

Thoroughbred Room
6:00 – 7:00 PM

Presidential Address

Thoroughbred Room 

John Van Engen, University of Notre Dame

Multiple Options: The Worlds of the Fifteenth-Century Church
7:00 – 8:00 PM 


President’s Reception

Military-Hemisphere Rooms
Sunday, January 6
8:30-10:30 AM
SESSION 29


Managing Membership in the Christian City

Grant Room 
SESSION 30


Roundtable on W.R. Ward’s Early Evangelicalism: A Global Intellectual History, 1670-1789

Hemisphere Room
SESSION 31


Women Poets and Evangelical Sacred Song

Hamilton Room
SESSION 32

The Boundaries of Religious Freedom: Nineteenth-Century Mormon Clashes with Government Power

Independence Room
SESSION 33


Christianity in the Capital City

Jackson Room
Proposed Amendments to ASCH By-Laws and Constitution
The following amendments will be considered at the ASCH Council meeting in Washington, DC, Jan. 3, 2008. Amendments appear in boldface. 
ASCH By-Laws, Art. III, Sec. 2. 

Upon recommendation of the Committee on Nominations, with the approval of the Council, the committees described below shall be elected for terms of three years.

1) The Membership Committee, with a minimum of six members (at least two constituting a “class” for each year), shall have the responsibility of recruiting new members, especially younger scholars, for the Society.

2) The Finance Committee, with a minimum of six members (at least two constituting a “class” for each year), shall assist the Executive Secretary in the prudent management of the Society’s endowment and other funds.

3) The Prize Committee, with a minimum of nine members (at least three constituting a “class” for each year), shall seek to advance the church historical enterprise by encouraging original research, fresh interpretations, and scholarly publication in every area of church history. It shall conduct the various contests sponsored by the Society by making appropriate announcement, evaluating entries, and awarding prizes as authorized by the Council. At the discretion of the chair,* additional members of the Society may be asked to assist the committee in reviewing books and manuscripts submitted in prize competitions, and different subcommittees may be formed to consider materials for each of the prize competitions. Editors of Church History shall be voting members of the Mead Prize Committee.
4) The Program Policy Committee, with a minimum of six members (at least two constituting a “class” for each year), shall coordinate policies for Society conferences and assemble data for each conference for the use of the Society's officers and Council.
[*Note: With the exception of Nominating Committee, the president designates chairs, or can direct committees to select their own chair.] 

ASCH Constitution, Art. IV, Sec. 2

Management of the Society shall be vested in a Council consisting of the above-named officers and fifteen additional members of the Society at large. Five members at large shall be elected each year for a term of three years. A member at large who has served a full term of three years shall be eligible for re-election to the Council only after one year has elapsed. A member at large elected to complete an unexpired term may be re-elected to a full term immediately. In addition, one graduate student will serve for one year as a non-voting member of the Council; this student shall be selected in a manner deemed appropriate by the Council. Past presidents of the Society and all chairs of standing and special committees shall be consulting members of the Council with voice but not vote.
American Society of Church History
Graduate Student Membership Form
ASCH offers a free, two-year beginning membership to graduate students. Please fill out the information below and mail or fax this form to:

American Society of Church History

Yale Divinity School

409 Prospect St., CB 473

New Haven, CT 06511

asch@yale.edu
203-432-3158

Fax: 203-432-5356

Date: ________________________________

Name: _______________________________

Institution: ____________________________

_____________________________________

Mailing address: _______________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

E-mail address: _________________________

Degree Program: _______________________

3 areas of scholarly interest: 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

